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Bethany Lutheran Church 
4644 Clark Avenue 

Long Beach, CA 90808 

www.bethanylutheran.org 

(562) 421-4711 

 

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER       +                +                +                            MAY 15, 2022 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION                                                                8:00 and 9:30 AM 

 
WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN:                      “Free to Worship”    
 

 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Based on Isaiah 42) 
 

Leader:   This is what God the LORD says,  

He who created the heavens and stretched them out,  

Who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it,  

Who gives breath to its people, and life to all:   

I the Lord, have called you in righteousness. 

 

People:   He is our light,  

He will open our eyes,  

He has set us free. 

 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (Based on Galatians 5) 
 

Leader:   Since we have been set free through faith we have peace with God. 

 

People:   Yet Lord, I confess, that I often lack peace.   

For, I confess, that I am in bondage to sin and cannot free myself.  

Though Christ has indeed set me free  

I have returned to captivity over and over again  

in words, deeds and actions, sinning against You, O Lord.   

I confess that I have not served others in love,  

let alone loving and serving You with my whole heart.   

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.   

Forgive me, renew me, lead me, and set me free  

to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways,  

to the glory of Your holy name.   

Amen. 

 

Leader:   Jesus Christ has set you free, by His captivity to the cross  

you are released from sin’s guilt and Satan’s accusations:   

Live in His freedom, freed to serve, freed to love,  

freed to live in, for and through Him  

through Who your sins are forgiven.   

Amen.   
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING:   Acts 16:16-34  
 

 

One day when we were going to the place of prayer, a female servant met us.  She was 

possessed by an evil spirit that told fortunes.  She made a lot of money for her owners by 

telling fortunes.  She used to follow Paul and shout, “These men are servants of the Most 

High God.  They’re telling you how you can be saved.”  She kept doing this for many 

days.  Paul became annoyed, turned to the evil spirit, and said, “I command you in the 

name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” 
 

As Paul said this, the evil spirit left her.  When her owners realized that their hope of 

making money was gone, they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them to the authorities 

in the public square.  In front of the Roman officials, they said, “These men are stirring 

up a lot of trouble in our city.  They’re Jews, and they’re advocating customs that we 

can’t accept or practice as Roman citizens.” 
 

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas.  Then the officials tore the clothes 

off Paul and Silas and ordered the guards to beat them with sticks.  After they had hit 

Paul and Silas many times, they threw them in jail and ordered the jailer to keep them 

under tight security.  So the jailer followed these orders and put Paul and Silas into 

solitary confinement with their feet in leg irons. 
 

Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God.  The 

other prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly, a violent earthquake shook the 

foundations of the jail.  All the doors immediately flew open, and all the prisoners’ chains 

came loose. 
 

The jailer woke up and saw the prison doors open.  Thinking the prisoners had escaped, 

he drew his sword and was about to kill himself.  But Paul shouted as loudly as he could, 

“Don’t hurt yourself!  We’re all here!” 
 

The jailer asked for torches and rushed into the jail.  He was trembling as he knelt in front 

of Paul and Silas.  Then he took Paul and Silas outside and asked, “Sirs, what do I have to 

do to be saved?” 
 

They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your family will be saved.”  

They spoke the Lord’s word to the jailer and everyone in his home. 
 

At that hour of the night, the jailer washed Paul and Silas’ wounds.  The jailer and his 

entire family were baptized immediately.  He took Paul and Silas upstairs into his home 

and gave them something to eat.  He and his family were thrilled to be believers in God.  

–  GW® 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC:    
 

  8:00                              “O God, to You We Lift Our Song”               Trinity Choir 
~ Hal H. Hopson 

(from Three Unison Anthems from Master Composers) 

 
 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 16:12-22  
 

 

 

 

 

“I have a lot more to tell you, but that would be too much for you now.  When the Spirit 

of Truth comes, he will guide you into the full truth.  He won’t speak on his own.  He 

will speak what he hears and will tell you about things to come.  He will give me glory, 

because he will tell you what I say.  Everything the Father says is also what I say.  That is 

why I said, ‘He will take what I say and tell it to you.’ 

 

“In a little while you won’t see me anymore.  Then in a little while you will see me 

again.” 

 

Some of His disciples said to each other, “What does he mean?  He tells us that in a little 

while we won’t see Him.  Then He tells us that in a little while we will see Him again and 

that He’s going to the Father.”  So they were asking each other, “What does he mean 

when He says, ‘In a little while’?  We don’t understand what He’s talking about.” 

 

Jesus knew they wanted to ask Him something.  So He said to them, “Are you trying to 

figure out among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you won’t see 

me, and in a little while you will see me again’?  I can guarantee this truth: You will cry 

because you are sad, but the world will be happy.  You will feel pain, but your pain will 

turn to happiness.  A woman has pain when her time to give birth comes.  But after the 

child is born, she doesn’t remember the pain anymore because she’s happy that a child 

has been brought into the world. 

 

“Now you’re in a painful situation.  But I will see you again.  Then you will be happy, 

and no one will take that happiness away from you.  –  GW® 
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SERMON HYMN:        “We Will Feast In the House of Zion”                  
 

 

 

CHORUS 

We will feast in the house of Zion 

We will sing with our hearts restored 

He has done great things we will say together 

We will feast and weep no more 

 

Verse 1 

We will not be burned by the fire 

He is the Lord our God 

We are not consumed by the flood 

Upheld protected gathered up 

 

Verse 2 

In the dark of night before the dawn 

My soul be not afraid 

For the promised morning oh how long 

Oh God of Jacob be my strength 

 

Verse 3 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 

You are the faithful one 

And from the garden to the grave 

Bind us together bring shalom 

 
 
 

 
 

 

SERMON:   “Set Free”   

                        Text:  Acts 16:16-34 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:                    “Jesus Paid It All”                                
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OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text 

Giving is now available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving 

information, contact Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, 

ext. 21.  Thank you! 

   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

      Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   8:00           “Better Is One Day”                         Trinity Choir 
                 ~ Matt Redman 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 
 

Leader:   Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
 

People:    Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Leader:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
 

People:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.   

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.   

From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Leader:   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

People:   Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION:    9:30 
 

                                      Youth Confirmation Class of 2022 
 

JACK WADE APPLEBY 

    son of Jason and Shannon Appleby 
 

SARAH EILA APPLEBY 

    daughter of Jason and Shannon Appleby  
 

LORELEI J. BRYANT 

    daughter of Ian and Jamie Bryant 
 

LACI DULANEY CARLSON 

    daughter of Mike Carlson and Jennifer Carlson  
 

JONATHAN NICHOLAS GOEBEL 

    son of Gregory and Janice Goebel 
 

JACQUELINE A. HOYOS 

    daughter of Wendy J. Hoyos  
 

MILES PAYTON JUMP 

    son of William and Tiffany Jump    
 

JAMIE ANA MARIA LONG 

    daughter of Michael and Julie Long 
 

TIMOTHY ALLEN O’CONNER 

    son of Jeremy and Sarah O’Conner 
 

GRACE ELISABETH PORTE 

    daughter of David and Lisa Porte  
 

JOSHUA THOMAS RAMIREZ 

    son of Candace and Joseph Ramirez    
 

LUCAS JOSEPH RAYA 

    son of Martin and Dawn Raya 
 

JENNA WALLEMAN 

    daughter of Bob and Bonny Walleman 
 

CARTER ROSS WEGMAN 

    son of Jason and Kelly Wegman  
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+    Holy Communion    + 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 

us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 

this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire 

to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

To help you prepare for communion we invite you to take a few moments of quiet 

prayer.  For aid there are prayers on the front page of the hymnal for both before 

and after the reception of communion.  Or simply pray,  Dear Lord Jesus, at Your 

gracious invitation You invite me to come to You, to eat and drink Your holy body and 

blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  Forgive 

me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness 

of Your love, through this Your meal of love.  Strengthen my faith, through this meal 

of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 

Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 

received You and Your gifts.   
 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

 
 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 

THE BLESSING:  (Based on Galatians 5:1 & 13) 
 

 

Leader:   You have been set free in Christ.   

Do not use your freedom to indulge in the sinful nature;  

rather serve one another in love. 
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CLOSING HYMN:                     “For All the Saints”                  
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+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 

©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“Free to Worship” 

CCLI Song #6318781.  Kip Fox.  © 2012 Wilt Creative Music  

(Admin. By CWC Music Publishing).  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.com.  CCLI License No. 396555. 
 

“We Will Feast in the House of Zion” 

CCLI Song # 7041364.  Joshua Moore | Sandra McCracken.   © 2015 Integrity Worship Music  

(Admin. by Integrity Music).  Paper News Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

joshmooreownsthismusic (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.).  For use solely with the SongSelect®  

Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.   www.ccli.com    CCLI License # 396555 
 

“Jesus Paid it All” 

 CCLI Song #4689508.  Alex Nifong| Elvina M. Hall | John Thomas Grape 

©2006 sixsteps Music, worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Captiol CMG Publishing)     

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.   www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 396555        
 

“For All the Saints”  LSB 677 

Text:  William W. How, 1823-97, alt.   Music:  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 

Text and music:  Public domain.   Arr. Blake Flattley 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER: 
 

When you enter a Bethany Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 

photography, video and audio recording may occur.  
  

Bethany Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of members 

involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs or video records to 

recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used in 

Bethany Lutheran Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others know of our ministry, and/or 

streaming and website hosting of worship services.   
  

By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and 

its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional 

purposes, advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by Bethany Lutheran Church. You 

release Bethany Lutheran Church, its clergy, church officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons 

involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of 

photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.  
  

By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or 

royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other publication of these materials, 

regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or audio 

recording taken by Bethany Lutheran Church or the person or entity designated to do so by Bethany 

Lutheran Church.  

http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR TODAY’S SERMON  

OR PREVIOUS SERMONS AGAIN… 
You can hear them as podcasts on our website www.bethanylutheran.org. 

 
ARE YOU RECEIVING THE BETHANY BULLET? 

 

The Bethany Bullet is a weekly capsule of worship highlights, and important information 

about events taking place at BLC. If you would like to receive the Bethany Bullet please 

email Aimee Coleman (acoleman@bethanylutheran.org) with your name and email 

address.  
 

The purpose of the Bethany Bullet is to bolster you in faith, build you up in the key 

Biblical themes shared the previous Sunday in worship, to bring to mind the important 

issues on Bethany's plate, and to broaden your awareness of opportunities of service to 

your Lord, your church, and your community. Tell a friend about the Bethany Bullet!  
 

 

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION: 
 

As we are working through portions of St. Luke’s book of Acts, we hear over and over 

again the words, “and the Lord added to their number.” 
 

That same Lord works the same today as He did back then.  We in turn, like the first 

disciples, give Him all thanks and praise for all those individuals and families He 

continues to add to our “number.”  We are thrilled to welcome and grow with all those 

the Lord adds to our Bethany Household.   If you are new(er) to Bethany and are 

interested in congregational membership please email Pastor Kevin Kritzer at:  

kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org 

 
WE GIVE HIM BUT HIS OWN 

 

At Bethany we know that “our stuff is not our stuff!”  All that we have, all that we are, 

is a gift from Him.  We also know that giving is a spirit-given compulsion.  For Jesus 

Christ, in whose likeness we are being transformed daily, is the ultimate giver.  Your 

gifts fund ministry that give people Jesus.  His words, His promises, His presence, His 

gifts, His comfort, His strength are given through the gifts you are now giving Him.  

We thank and honor you for these gifts, because they thank and honor Him! 
 

There are multiple ways to give to Bethany Lutheran Church including:  

Giving Online, Text to Give, Online Bill-Pay, US Mail, Offering Basket 
 

Please see the GIVING link on Bethany’s website for more information on how to make 

your offering.  If you need further assistance, contact our Financial Administrator at 

mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
mailto:kkritzer@bethanylutheran.org
mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday – Thursday from 7:30 AM – 12:00 PM.   

Closed Fridays. 

 

Welcome to Bethany Lutheran Church! 

If you have a prayer request… or desire information about:   

a particular Ministry, Membership, or Online Giving 

Scan the QR code below. 

 
www.bethanylutheran.org 

www.facebook.com/Bethany.Long.Beach 

562-421-4711 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/

