Adult Bible Discovery- January 3, 2021:
As we celebrate the joy of Christmas that God has become Immanuel, that is God with us, also remember that
Christ will come again. For the weeks of Advent and Christmas we will be using devotions from Lutheran
Hour Ministries and their resource entitled God With Us. If you are interested in more devotions and studies
like this, click on this link: https://www.lhm.org/advent/ Please also consider giving a donation to LHM to
help them bring Christ to the nations and the nations to the Church.
Christmas is a time for reflecting. We think of holidays past and the one that’s upon us. As you read the
messages of God with Us, consider the many ways that God is present in your life—through His Word, your
loved ones, the fellowship of believers, Holy Communion, and more. His love for us is personal. He proved
that in a Bethlehem manger—God’s only Son born for all mankind, so that through the Christ Child we might
know life with Him forevermore.
SEEING OUR KING
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell
down and worshiped Him. (Matthew 2:9-11a)
Picture the scene—Mary and Jesus in the house on an ordinary day. Mary was probably cooking or cleaning.
Most likely, Jesus was playing on the floor, maybe with a toy Joseph had made for Him. It was a simple,
homely scene. They didn’t know the wise men were coming.
I wonder if the wise men were any better prepared for what they saw? Either way, they did exactly the right
thing: they fell down and worshiped Him. They saw the real King, the real Son of God, playing in His toddler’s
clothes, and they were happy and celebrated.
We too see our real King, our real Savior, in the humble baby in the manger; in the Man in dusty robes who
walked the roads of Galilee and Judea; in the Man hanging on the cross—our cross— to bring us life and
forgiveness; and in the risen Jesus, who left the grave to be with us forever.
This is our King, and this is our God. Hallelujah!
Dear Father, thank You for making Your Son known to us. Amen.
Reflect & Discuss:
1. Did you ever meet anyone famous? Were you surprised by what they said, did, or looked like?

2. How do you think Mary and Joseph felt about this unexpected visit?

3. What do you imagine was the effect of this visit on the wise men’s lives after they went home?

